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HSUS Uncovers Cruel Puppy Mills 
Investigator exposes 
hidden misery on mass 
breeding farms 
"All of the people I'd talked to, all 
the stories I'd heard and read; none of it 
prepared me for what I found at the pup-
py mills I visited last winter. I don't think 
I can ever forget the sight of thirsty dogs 
desperately pawing at drinking water 
that had turned to ice in the bowl, or 
tiny puppies whose paws kept falling 
through the wire mesh that served as 
cage bottoms. But what surprised me 
even more was the attitude of most of 
the owners. They simply didn't seem to 
care what conditions their dogs were liv-
ing in-not as long as the dogs contin-
ued to produce the puppies that made 
their operations profitable. 
"Most of the people I visited were 
farmers or farm wives who raised dogs 
strictly to supplement the family in-
come, and while many said they liked 
dogs, it was clearly their profit potential 
that was cherished. 'The best dog I ever 
had' is usually the one that produces the 
most pups per litter. One breeder told 
me she tried hard NOT to get attached to 
her dogs, because she had to put them to 
sleep when they were only five or six 
years old and could no longer produce 
enough puppies to guarantee a profit. 'If 
you breed on the first heat and keep on 
breeding every six months until they're 
about five or six, you'll make a lot of 
money,' she told me, expressing the 
same attitude as most of the other puppy 
mill operators I encountered. 
"The most common problems I saw at 
the puppy mills were inadequate housing 
and poor sanitation. Many of the dogs 
who lived indoors inhabited converted 
chicken coops, pigpens, barns, sheds, or 
even old house trailers. Most of the ani-
mals who lived outside were either chained 
to small doghouses or kept in pens with 
wire bottoms. The idea of having wire 
bottoms so waste can fall through is to 
make it easier to clean up after the dogs. 
It was all too common, however, to see 
piles of excrement in and under the 
cages, obviously accumulated over a peri-
od of days or weeks, causing not only an 
unbearable smell, but also a health haz-
ard. While wire bottomed cages may or 
may not make it easier to care for the 
dogs, it certainly seemed to make life un-
comfortable for them. Puppies couldn't 
walk because their small paws fell through 
the wire mesh, and their mothers often 
spend their entire lives standing uncom-
How many people who see puppies for sale in clean, comforta-
ble surroundings ever imagine the squalor that the puppy's 
parents live in permanently? The victims of puppy mills are not 
only the puppies themselves, but also the adult dogs sentenced 
to lives devoid of human contact and the comforts most of us 
try to extend to man's best friend. 
feet, he'd 'just throw it into the woods 
and hope it finds a good home.' 
''Experts tell me this haphazard breed-
ing can have unfortunate emotional as 
well as physical repercussions. Accord-
ing to animal behaviorist and veterinar-
ian Dr. Michael Fox, dogs which have 
been severely inbred (bred to relatives), 
often develop emotional problems such 
as excessive shyness or nervousness, and 
even fear biting. The fact that these pup-
pies often have little or no human con-
tact for the first eight weeks of their 
lives, coupled with the trauma of separa-
tion from their mother and shipping stress, 
frequently results in these animals not 
growing up to be good pets, Fox says." 
A problem that's not 
getting better 
These dogs, sentenced to a life of misery, live in a typical puppy mill enclosure. Their wire 
bottomed cage often causes foot injury, and can subject dogs to other health problems. What you've just read is based on the 
report of an HSUS staff member who 
spent several months visiting some 300 
puppy mills, primarily in the midwest. 
The grim conditions he encountered 
have led The HSUS to strengthen its 
conviction that cruel mass puppy breeding 
establishments must be closed. 
fortably on wire. At one place, a breeder 
took one of his bitches out of a cage to 
show me how she'd 'freak out' when he 
put her on solid ground. 
"Even those animals that did live in 
acceptable shelter were frequently the 
victims of poor sanitation practices. 
While a few of the puppy mill owners 
seemed willing to provide adequate 
shelter for their dogs, most didn't seem 
willing to take the time or make the ef-
fort to see that the shelters were kept 
clean. Piles of animal waste were evident 
almost everywhere I went, exposing the 
puppies and their mothers to parasites, 
viral infections, and the threat of dis-
eases carried by flies. 
"Because many breeders say they own 
dogs solely for the money the dogs bring 
in, a primary objective is to keep over-
head costs as low as possible. Many cut 
costs by providing only minimal health 
care, and also by doing tasks themselves 
that should be performed by veterinari-
ans. One breeder admitted that he para-
lyzed more than one dog by hitting a 
nerve in its back leg while administering 
injections. Other breeders told me they 
never took sick puppies to the vet be-
cause it was cheaper to expect some of 
them to die and then take the loss. 
"Breeding practices in the puppy mills 
I visited are also shocking. Most puppy 
mill owners told me they breed a bitch 
on her first heat and then keep on breed-
ing her until her litter size goes down. 
Then they have the bitch killed (although 
they were reluctant to say how), since she 
no longer earns her keep. Animals used 
for breeding are selected not on the basis 
of temperament or pedigree, but on how 
many puppies they can produce. Some 
breeders keep puppies they cannot other-
wise sell because of a physical defect and 
use them for breeding stock. Another 
breeder told me that when he had a pup-
py he couldn't sell because it has a de-
In the late 60's, The HSUS was very 
active in efforts to regulate puppy mills, 
and was instrumental in bringing about 
What Is a Puppy Mill? 
For the purposes of this report, a puppy mill is a mass dog breeding es-
tablishment that produces puppies for profit by selling them wholesale 
to the pet industry. Many puppy mills are characterized by overcrowding, 
filth, inadequate shelter, and insufficient food, water, and veterinary care. 
Most puppy mill owners sell their dogs wholesale to brokers who, in turn, 
sell them primarily to pet stores. Because profit, not quality dogs, is the 
ultimate goal of the puppy mill owner, breeding practices are often shod-
dy, and the breeding dogs are kept under the most inexpensive possible 
conditions that will keep them alive and producing. 
In contrast, there are hundreds of responsible and reputable kennels 
and breeding establishments throughout the country whose owners 
make a profit, but not at the expense of their dogs. Whether these breed-
ers are full-time professionals making an entire living from a kennel, or 
hobby breeders with five or ten animals, the responsible breeder is as 
concerned with improving the quality of the breed, by showing or belong-
ing to a breed club, than he or she is with making money. Customers 
wishing to buy puppies from these breeders are welcome to inspect the 
premises, and, in most cases, to meet the puppy's parents. 
In between the puppy mill operators and responsible kennel owners 
are the so-called "backyard breeders," whose newspaper ads dot Sunday 
papers each week. These are people who own one or two purebred dogs 
and produce a litter of puppies once a year or so for extra money or "be-
cause I wanted my dog to have the experience of being a mother before 1 
got her spayed." Like puppy mill puppies, these animals are often hap-
hazardly bred with no regard for the consequences, and their offspring 
continue to overcrowd the nations' animal shelters. 
the passage of the Federal Animal Wel-
fare Act amendments of 1970. We hoped 
that these amendments, which required 
commercial dog breeding facilities to be 
licensed and inspected regularly, would 
end the existence of the type of puppy 
mills described above. However, during 
the intervening time we have continued 
to prod, demand change, and even close 
down some puppy mills with little federal 
help. Because puppy mills were conducting 
business as usual, HSUS put a full-time 
staff member on the puppy mill issue, to 
document conditions, and assess the ex-
tent of the problem. 
What he found, on the back roads of 
Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Oklahoma, Ar-
kansas, Texas, and Illinois, was a trail of 
misery and cruelty. Out of the eyes of 
the public, he found dog breeders who 
feel free to neglect their animals, cut cor-
ners on nutrition and health care, and vir-
tually ignore sanitation. The real tragedy 
is that after the puppies have been ship-
ped to pet stores throughout the coun-
try, and displayed in clean, colorful sur-
roundings, the purchaser has no inkling 
of the deplorable conditions under 
which the animals were born and raised. 
It is estimated that puppy mills grind 
out more than half a million puppies 
every year to be sold almost exclusively 
in pet stores. But it is not only pup-
pies-who, after all, escape the squalor 
and crowding after six or seven weeks-
that suffer. Of equal concern is the fate 
of the puppy mill breeding stock-liv-
ing, breathing, feeling adult dogs-used 
to produce these "valuable" puppies. 
These dogs often are forced to spend 
their entire lives in cramped cages or 
pens, with not enough food or water and 
no shade from the scorching midwestern 
sun or shelter from the brutal winter 
winds. The females are bred every time 
they come in season-and woe to the 
female that falls off in production after 
a few years of this abuse. It is for these 
miserable animals that puppy mills are 
truly living hells. 
YOUR AKC PAPERS .... 
WHAT ARE THEY WORTH? 
"There is a widely held belief that 'AKC' or 'AKC papers' and quality are 
one and the same thing," says the American Kennel Club in one of its 
publications. "This is not the case. AKC is a registry body. A registration 
certificate indicates the dog as the offspring of a known sire and dam, 
born on a known date. It in no way indicates the quality or state of health 
of the dog." (Our emphasis added.) "Many people breed their dogs with 
no concern for the qualitative demands of the breed standard. When this 
occurs repeatedly over several generations, the animals, while still pure-
bred, can be of extremely low quality in terms of their breed standards." 
Our investigator found that many of the puppies in puppy mills fell into 
the category described above. While most are technically purebred, breed-
ers' ignorance of correct breeding practices seemed to result in large 
numbers of dogs with noticeable genetic defects or breed abnormalities. 
Another problem is the ease with which fraudulent AKC papers can be 
obtained and passed along. While none of the breeders the investigator 
talked to admitted to cheating (for obvious reasons), many called it a 
common practice in their trade. To find out how easy it is to fool the AKC, 
we tried ourselves. A staff member with AKC registered Labrador Re-
trievers wrote to AKC and requested a litter application. When it arrived, 
she completed it as though she had bred her spayed female and sent it 
back with the registration fee. Three weeks later she received registra-
tion forms for a litter of Labrador puppies. Another staff member filled 
out two registration forms and received official papers for puppies which 
don't even exist! 
The only way to know where your puppy comes from is to see for your-
self. A good breeder with nothing to hide has no reason not to let you 
meet the puppy's parents and tour the facilities. 
Adult dogs in puppy mills usually live their lives away from people, deprived of the ex-
ercise, play, and affection that good companion animals deserve. Most puppy mill 
owners see their dogs not as pets, but as puppy-producing machines that will make money. 
Q; 













What HSUS Is Doing 
This pamphlet is the beginning of 
HSUS' effort to end the cruelty of pup-
py mills. Armed with a year's worth of 
extensive research and investigation, we 
are launching a massive public aware-
ness campaign on the continuing plight 
of puppy mill dogs and their contribu-
tion to the nation's already staggering 
pet overpopulation problem. Through 
publications like this one and the distrib-
ution of flyers like the one enclosed, we 
are hoping to bring the horror of puppy 
mills to the awareness of the dog-buying 
public, and educate them about the risks 
of buying a puppy mill dog. 
We are continuing our investigation, 
and plan to take action to see that the 
worst of these atrocities are closed down. 
It has become clear, however, that con-
sumer education is the most effective 
answer to the puppy mill problem. 
The Animal Welfare Act amendments 
that require breeders selling dogs wholesale 
to be licensed by the USDA were sup-
posed to end the cruelty by mandating 
humane standards of care for dogs in 
puppy mills. Unfortunately, infrequent 
inspections, indifferent or inept inspec-
tors, and a lack of funding have resulted 
in these regulations being insufficiently 
enforced or not enforced at all. Of the 
nearly 300 USDA-licensed facilities our 
investigator visited, he found only one 
which appeared to have no violations of 
USDA regulations. We will continue to 
employ whatever legislative and legal 
routes are available to bring about better 
enforcement of the Animal Welfare Act. 
We can't end the cruelty of puppy mills by ourselves. We need your help to 
show people th~t it's wrong to think ofdogs as puppy-producing machines, and 
to expose the hidden cruelty of puppy mills and the miserable Jives the dogs in 
them lead. Here are some things you can do: 
• Help us educate the public. Show the enclosed flyer to your. friends who are 
considering getting a dog. Or send for extra copies and distribute them locally. 
• If you or anyone you know has had a bad experience with a puppy you suspect 
is from a puppy mill, let us know. We may not be able to help, but your story, 
along with the stories of others, can make our case stronger. 
• Visit your local pet store and ask the manager where the puppies come from. 
Inquire about the conditions in which the puppies were raised. If the dogs are 
brought in from out of state, or over long distances, or if the owner is unsure or 
equivocates about breeding conditions, encourage him or her to patronize only 
local reputable breeders or breeders whose facilities the owner knows. 
• If you have friends who are getting a dog, encourage them to take a trip to the 
local shelter and adopt a homeless animal. 
• Finidly, help Tbe HSUS help animals. Your tax-deductible contribution helps make 
possible our puppy mill campaign and an our other programs to help animals. 
Consumer 
Outrage! 
The HSUS has numerous complaints 
from people who bought puppies from 
pet stores, only to have them get sick 
and die shortly after they were pur-
chased. Not all puppies in pet shops are 
from puppy mills. However, most pup-
py mill puppies do end up in pet shops. 
We heard from a woman whose boy-
friend bought her a Siberian Husky pup-
PY from a local pet store. A few days 
after she took the puppy home, it devel-
oped sores on its stomach and bloody 
diarrhea. She took it to a veterinarian, 
who diagnosed it as suffering from 
mange and parasitic infection. The pup-
PY was successfully treated, but the bills 
were staggering. Frustrated and angry, 
the woman marched with the puppy 
back to the pet store to demand that it 
live up to its guarantee of satisfaction 
and pay the vet bills. The store manager 
offered to replace the puppy with a new 
one, but said it was company policy not 
to pay the vet bills. The woman had 
grown attached to the puppy and wanted 
to keep it, and with no recourse against 
the pet store, had to pay the bills herself. 
Only a few months later, we heard 
from a woman who had purchased two 
Yorkshire Terriers from a pet store chain 
in Northern Virginia. When both came 
down with parvovirus a short time later 
(killing one of them), the woman pick-
eted the pet store to protest and to warn 
other prospective customers. A source in 
the shopping mall reported that business 
in the pet store was hurt the week the 
woman was picketing. 
Of course puppies not purchased from 
pet stores get sick, too. However, the ad-
ded stress of shipping a puppy long dis-
tances during the critical time just after 
it has been weaned from its mother often 
reduces the animal's natural resistance 
to infection. Puppy mill puppies, which 
may or may not have received proper 
care or medical attention in their first few 
weeks of life, are especially vulnerable. 
One pet store manager told our inves-
tigator, "If people are stupid enough to 
go to pet stores to buy a dog, they de-
serve what they get." 
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